
In 1967 Secretary of the Interior Stewart Udall
Wrote a Letter to the Editor to the 

Magazine “Dialogue” calling for an end
to the ban on blacks receiving the priesthood.

The following documents relate to
the writing of that letter

and the reaction of the press and church.
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An Open Letter on Race

and the 
Consequences of Conscience

ThoughtsOnThingsAndStuff.com
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as Secretary of the Interior 

relating to the
Mormon ban on black men receiving
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Letter sent by Stewart Udall to the 
Mormon Church First Presidency

regarding the priesthood ban

ThoughtsOnThingsAndStuff.com





Response from First Presidency
Member Hugh B Brown

to Stewart Udall regarding
the priesthood ban
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Letter from 2nd Counselor in First Presidency
Hugh B Brown to Stewart Udall

regarding possible change in priesthood ban
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Manuscript of Letter to the Editor
submitted for publication

in the LDS journal “Dialogue”
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Letter from LDS Historian Fawn Brodie
to Stewart Udall in response to

a copy of “Dialogue” letter to the editor
sent to her previously for review
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Exchange between Stewart Udall and “Dialogue”
editor Eugene England regarding publication of

letter to the editor
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Note from Stewart Udall to 
LDS President David O. McKay
with copy of “Dialogue” letter

on eve of publication.
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Copy of foregoing note to LDS President
David O McKay with copies sent to various

friends and church officials
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Note sent to Michigan Governor George Romney
by Stewart Udall along with copy of

“Dialogue” letter on eve of publication
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Publication of Secretary of Interior
Stewart Udall’s Letter to the Editor 

in “Dialogue”
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Various Press articles reporting the publication
of letter to the editor of “Dialogue”

by Secretary of Interior Stewart Udall
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Letters to the Editor of Dialogue
Published in the subsequent Autumn 1967 

issue of Dialogue in response to the 
letter of Stewart Udall
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Positive personal letters sent by various 
individuals to Stewart Udall regarding

publication of letter in “Dialogue”
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Stewart Udall

in response to “Dialogue” letter
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May 20, 1967 
4026 N. 55th Dr. 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Hon Stewart Udall 
Sec of  Interior 
Wash. D.C. 

Dear Brother Udall, 

I think your article to the magazine trying to tell the “LDS church” 
what to do about the negro is asinine, out of  gear and certainly you 
must be out of  your mind. Are you running out of  problems to solve? 

Who made you so omnipotent that you feel you can solve a problem 
Abel could not solve nor apparently Adam nor Lincoln nor Eisenhower 
nor Truman, nor that violence-maker Martin Luther King? Have you no 
civility nor sympathies for our leaders, burdened with so many 
unsolved problems? Or who do you think you are to presume you can 
force by public declaration on man, David O McKay, to open up the 
windows of  security on the negroes? Are you beyond polite, personal 
communication? 

Have you hired a negroe in your own home or enterprise? Do you think 
you have enough common sense to save a few dollars and withdraw 
one of  these poor, ill-favored people from their morass of  corruption 
and spiritual weakness? If  not, then, what can you expect President 
McKay to do with your hands. If  not yours, then whose? I could go on 
at length and tell you why. The Lord is not blind. 

Sincerely, 
Gerard I Judd





Letter 9







Letter 10



Dear Brother Udall;

I’m writing in reference to this clipping I discovered in the Washington 
Post. I feel it is necessary that you clear up what must be a 
misquotation by the Post. It is misquotation and apparent dissensions 
such as this which void all the good efforts of the missionary program 
and individual members of the church.

This particular question concerning the negro holding the priesthood, 
has been greatly misunderstood and misrepresented to the world 
public in general. Especially in light of Governor Romney's presidential 
candidacy. Brother Romney finally straightened out the 
misunderstanding in a well hidden article in Life. Too many people 
have the mistaken concept that this is a convention of man and can be 
merely altered by decision of a committee or counsel. This is not 
possible when one realizes the nature of our church and it's complete 
dependence on revelations for which is the only means that the 
revelation concerning the denial of the priesthood unto the negro can 
be changed. For it is prescribed in the Scriptures. In the pearl of Great 
Price Abraham chapter 1 verse 27 it says “Now Pharaoh being of that 
lineage by which he could not have the right of Priesthood,…” it 
mentions in verse 2 of the same chapter “…; and thus, from Ham 
sprang that race which preserved the curse in the land.” and this 
original curse is described in Moses chapter 7 verse 22 “and Enoch 
also beheld the residue of the people which were the sons of Adam; 
and they were a mixture of all the seed of Adam, save it the seed of 
Cain, for the seed of Cain were black, and had not place among 
them.” The curse is further described in verses 36 and 37 of Chapter 5 
of Moses.

I am writing this letter in the capacity of an elder and a fellow 
priesthood holder in that you may have knowledge of the fact that you 
have been misrepresented to the public and may correct the 
damaging error. If you have not been misrepresented it is my purpose 
in writing to exhort you to study the Scriptures and principles of the 
Gospel more that you may be a qualified member of the priesthood to 



make such statements. It is not for a priesthood holder to contend with 
the church or the general authorities on matters concerning direct 
revelation by speculation, it is rather his responsibility and obligation to 
see that it be promulgated and carried out. The Negro will again 
receive the priesthood when as I understand it scripturally "when the 
sons of Levi do again offer an offering in righteousness.” I don't 
propose to set myself up as a speculator for if I am in error on this 
particular scripture I know that it is scriptural doctrine that the Negro 
will receive the priesthood when the time comes. This time will be 
revealed by revelation and not due to political or social expediency or 
any other means.

I don't want to seem as an uncompromising and religious fanatic, but 
the power and responsibility, and respectability of the Priesthood are 
nothing to be tampered with, no matter what the circumstances. 

As far as Civil Rights is concerned I am very liberal and support the 
present drives for racial equality (equality not superiority for either 
side). And we as priesthood holders should do for the Lord’s system is 
one of the brotherhood and equality in every aspect save this 
concerning the priesthood.

If I have offended you I apologize but this is a misconception that must 
be corrected, whether it was taken out of context or not. And I ask that 
your efforts to coordinate, develop, and guarantee the interior of this 
great land that God has chosen to favor be blessed by the Lord's 
guidance and blessings and wish you luck and good fortune in your 
private life.

Sincerely
a fellow priesthood holder
Midshipman H. Keith Haines II

BEAT ARMY IN 196 DAYS









Letter 11





15 E 2nd Ave
Mesa Arizona
19 May

Dear Stuart  You know what happened to Lucifer when he told God 
how to run affairs 

In a God inspired church even the highest don't dare tell God our 
father how to run the affairs on earth 

Don't make a fool of yourself for your worthy ancestors sake

Sincerely 
HC Brown





Letter 12



E. H. Burk
1403 Iron Spring
Prescott Ariz

Mr. Udall

I thought it fitting that you know how many of the members of the 
LDS church and perhaps all, feel about such a ridiculous and 
stupid statement on your part as contained in the enclosed 
newspaper clipping from the Arizona Republic.

Throughout the history of the church it has followed a consistent 
pattern that all ill-informed, unworthy, disloyal and apostate 
members are quick to try to outline the affairs of the church and 
set it in order.

The more a member of the church breaks the laws of God and 
disregards the statutes of the church the more he will tell others 
how to live them.

It seems that you would have recognized this basic truth by now 
and not fallen into this foolish air as so many in the past have 
done

E.H. Burk





Letter 13



Dragerton Utah
May 21, 1967

Hon. Sec. Stewart Udall
Washington D.C.

Dear Sir;

It was with regret that I read of your attack upon the church in the 
Deseret news. When a member of the church raises the Negro issue 
as you have done you really telling the world that you do not believe 
we have profits and are guided by God through divine communication.

The teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith were that the Negro 
cannot hold the priesthood. He had his chance of the pre-existence 
and he rejected it. It is the Lord’s priesthood and he has the power to 
designate to whom it shall be given, and that power of designation has 
never been given to man. You certainly owe an apology to President 
David O McKay.

The Negros in the church are respected and honored for their integrity 
and faithful devotion. If they are baptized, confirmed, keep the 
Commandments and be faithful, they will come forth in the first 
resurrection and will enter the celestial kingdom some time in God's 
eternal plan, the Negro will be given the right to hold the priesthood. 
Until that time comes let us who have the truth not chase an illusion of 
equality, under socialism, instead of freedom under state rights and 
local self-government.



The root of all present racial trouble is interference in the internal 
affairs of southern states by people not at all interested in the 
settlement of any problems arising between the Negro and white 
Americans. This interference comes from organizations and 
individuals in the north seeking to use the Negro. Among them are 
found communists, fuzzyheaded liberals, eggheads, pacifists, 
idealists, do-gooders, conniving politicians, self seekers and civil 
disobedience kits.

They employ situations which inflame and agitate the white populace 
and use it as white propaganda.

When the Lord chose the nations to which the spirits were to come, 
determining that some would be Japanese and some would be 
Chinese and some Negroes and some Americans engaged in active 
segregation. When he preserve his people Israel in Egypt 400, he 
engaged in active segregation. The Jews were segregated and also 
the Mormons.

The Civil Rights Bill is 90% communist and 10% civil rights.

If you were to read "The Fate of the Persecuters of the Church“ it 
really would make you stop and think before making such a statement.

Sincerely yours
 Vene Dee Turnbull









Letter 14



21 May 1967

Secretary Udall:

Is it colossal ignorance or political viciousness? I recently shared the 
extremely disgusting experience of reading the extremely disgusting 
experience of reading a feature article on the front page of Nevada’s 
largest newspaper entitles “End LDS Bias - Udall.”

I say “shared” because without exception, every member of the church  of 
high and low position - with whom I have discussed your “demand” has 
looked upon it with utter disdain and incredulity.

Prior to examining the substance of your position, I would like to examine 
you as an individual - to ascertain why you deem yourself a fit spokesman 
for the church.

I certainly will not, nor cannot judge, Mr. Secretary, but I have been told by 
several sources, including high level Washington sources when I attended 
law school there, that you do not in any substantial measure adhere to the 
standards of the LDS church. Is that true? Do you possess a temple 
recommend, Mr. Secretary? Are you living a life worthy of obtaining one? 
Do you live the Word of Wisdom? Pay a full tithing? etc. If you answer the 
aforementioned questions in the negative, then it is obvious why you would 
brazenly demand that the church forsake the word of the Lord and fall in 
line with the other churches - the church simply has no place of real 
meaning in your life.

If, on the other hand, you consider yourself an active, faithful member of 
the Chuch, it then becomes obvious that you need to discover what the 
doctrines of the church are. In the above referenced article, the paper 



referred to you as “a lifelong Mormon and descendant of pioneer members 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.” - Perhaps you have 
forgotten that the Prophet Joseph and many of those pioneers gave their 
lives - and were required to give their lives - because of their refusal to 
compromise God’s laws and conform to the “orthodox” teachings of the 
churches.

The fact that you, Mr. Secretary, and others like you and the churches of 
the world, as it were, seek in ignorance to deride and malign the church 
and its ordained authorities, and “pursuade” through pressure and 
innuendo, said church and authorities to a supposed “popular” position will 
do nothing more than cause us to resolve the stronger to sustain truth at all 
cost.

The Church has always extended the hand of fellowship to the Negro - 
recognizing, where others fail, that they are our brothers under a common 
Divine parentage. The fact that God has seen fit to create a disability, i.e., 
the witholding of the Priesthood, from certain of his children who were 
disobedient in the pre-existent life, is a condition we cannot alter. The fact 
that we discipline or deprive certain members of our own family because of 
disobedient acts doesn’t mean that we love them any less. - Of course I 
know - your position conforms with the “popular” notion that God merely - 
and capriciously mixed up a “batch” of children, some of whom were white, 
others black and some yellow  in order to provide interest and variety. I pity 
those who consider such a concept deserving of belief.

Incidentally - and I do not mean to be unkind - but if I believed that my 
church was the last to receive the word of God, I would most assuredly 
change. Maybe this is the logical thing for you to do. Go with those who 
conform and adjust their doctrines to the popular notions of so-called 
“majorities.”



Another suggestion - if you and the rest of the Great Society would 
encourage the Negro to work and live for the respect and equality they 
desire - as your pioneer forebears had to do - rather than incite and 
encourage them to riot and civil disobedience we would all see an 
accelerated arrival of a brotherhood of all men.

Sincerely - but not respectfully, yours,
Thomas P Steffen

P.S. If your ill advised pronouncement was an effort to deter Gov. Romney’s 
potential progress I can offer you nothing but pity.













Letter 15



Ogden Utah
May 22, 1967

Mr. Secretary

I don't know what you thought you had to gain by challenging the 
authorities and the prophets of the church but it must have been political.

You may have gained a few votes in Harlem, but you lost a lot of them in 
Utah, when a man puts politics before his church he is asking for trouble.

If our church is true that the policy is true and it is instigated by God not by 
man! if I were in your shoes I would make a public apology to our prophet 
David O McKay and Joseph Smith soon. If not I wouldn't consider myself a 
member of the church (you have apostatized!) any more.

If you do not do this I hope the authorities excommunicate you!

Disappointed in you

Don A[illegible]
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Letter 18









Letter 19



Burley Idaho
May 22, 1967

Mr. Udall,

According to the news you have determined the time has come for the Negroes to 
receive the priesthood.

By what authority? Is it because you are secretary of the interior?

You also called the doctrine of the preexistence a borrowed superstition and the church 
authorities have strayed and compromised.

If you have a better explanation as to why the Negroes are born so handicapped you 
should publish it so all may know. Surely no one envies them in their native land or their 
color or status.

It was God who divided unto the nations their inheritances and set people. Deut  37, 7, 
8. It was He who made all nations and determined when when and where. Acts 17, 26.

If apostates like you would keep their mouth shut, there would not be any reproach 
brought upon the church in the minds of the uninformed or ill-informed public.

But perhaps you have never humble yourself enough to get a testimony and you cannot 
turn traitor to a God you have never known. Unless you cease your arrogance you will 
grow more bitter. The church may not disfellowship you or even pay any attention to 
your sniping.

I hope some secretary does not destroy this. It is intended for you.

Indignantly,

Alfred N Knight.

PS Since when have the church doctrine to become political affairs. Religious freedom 
is supposed to be a constitutional right.







Letter 20





All THE FINE YOUNG CANNIBALS
Pope Paul is the CHIEF CANNIBAL!

All Seeing Eye

Truth - Logic - Reason

Moral Issue

Transubstantiation – Catholics teach and practice they can change bread and wine into 
the actual flesh and blood of Jesus Christ and they are eating the actual flesh and blood 
of Jesus not bread and wine when they partake of holy communion. The Catholic 
practice of transubstantiation changing bread and wine into someone's flesh and blood 
and then eating it is cannibalism which is illegal constituting a crime. Catholic holy 
Communion is cannibalism.

To even teach let alone practice eating someone's flesh and blood is absurd and 
contrary to public morals. Catholics take it LITERAL Christ's words, eat this is my body 
and drink this is my blood. Jesus changed water into wine. Catholics change bread and 
wine into Jesus's body and blood.

As a general rule, religious beliefs cannot be recognized as justification for committing 
crimes. Usually neither the law nor the government interferes with religious practice but 
they may interfere if religious practice constitutes crimes. The law and the government 
has failed to take legal action against the Catholic practices of transubstantiation 
(cannibalism).

There are 109 Roman Catholics in the U.S. Congress. 109 admitted Cannibals. Is 
cannibalism a felony? This is the misconduct of the highest form! It is a heinous crime! 
These catholic members of congress are incompetent (don't know right from wrong, 
think it is all right to go to church on Sunday's and eat the actual flesh and blood of 
Jesus Christ (Religious Cannibalism)) and not fit to hold political office. Legal action 
should be taken against these members of Congress who are Cannibals; refer this 
matter to the proper committee. Its Un American to eat human flesh and blood. Civilized 
people don't eat human flesh and blood even as a religious practice! Your failure to take 
legal action is neglect of duty and malfeasance of office, aiding and abetting.



Congress outlaws Polygamy. Merrill Act 1862. Edmunds Act 1882. 5 years 
imprisonment on convicted polygamists no right to vote, or hold political office. Brigham 
H Roberts from Utah 1898 an admitted polygamist was refused his House of 
Representatives seat and Reed Smoot Utah Senator 1903 to 1907 was challenged to 
retain his senate seat before a senate committee. What the Congress did to the 
Mormons over polygamy should be done to the Catholics over their religious 
Cannibalism. OR give back polygamy! No one objects to catholic cannibalism no one 
better object to polygamy or priesthood.

You like to shoot off your mouth about the Church with your errors. You are an ignorant 
man lacking in knowledge and understanding of the Gods. You can get a bill passed in 
U.S. making polygamy legal again. Adults involved consenting is legal!

The Pentateuch and Haftorah Hebrew Text, English translation and commentary Edited 
by the Late Chief Rabbi (Dr. J. H. Hertz C. H) Soncino Press London 5713-1952 Printed 
for the Soncino Press Ltd. Oriental and General Priner, Hartford, England page 34, 
Gensis IX, 25. cursed be Canaan. “It was firmly held in ancient time (cf. XLVIII and 
XLIX) that the blessing or curse which a father pronounced upon a child affected the 
latter’s descendants. We therefore have here in effect a forecast of the future that the 
Canaanites mention here are a servile and degraded race.” Rabbis teach the 
Canaanites mentioned here are negroes. Judaism teaches only the tribe of LEVI 
(whites) are priests (kohanim), Gentiles and negroes cannot hold the priesthood. God 
said to Israel that Israel would be to Him a kingdom of priests. negroes are imposters 
pretending to be priests of God! Deuteronomy 7:6 “For thou art an holy people unto the 
Lord the Godl; The Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself 
above ALL people that are upon the earth” God is a Racist! Many people of white race 
are Israelites. Original (true) Israelites are a White Race. Israelites were told not to 
marry with other races of people. State of Israel law forbids a Jew to marry a non Jew. 
Zechariah 14:21 “and in that day there shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of 
the Lord of Hosts” Jesus Christ was a racist! St. Matthew 10:5-6 “Go not into the way of 
the Gentiles and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not; But go rather to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel” St. Matthew 15:22-26 Jesus said “I am not sent but unto 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel”

Mormon Book “Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith Jr.”

“Had I anything to do with the negroes I would confine them by strict law to their own 
species. no dating, dancing, sex or marriage with negroes. Book “Pearl of Great Price” 



page 21 “The seed of Cain were black/negro) had not place among them.” Mormons 
teach “The only souls coming into this world who are under restrictions are the negroes 
and they cannot hold the priesthood. The Mormon priest when ordaining male members 
into the priesthood hands on top of head of men they didn’t know had negro blood, 
words (Revelation from God) came out of the priests mouth saying your one of the sons 
of Ham (negro) your denied the priesthood. Also Mormons have Patriarchs who give 
blessings hands on top of head who tells (Revelation from God) you what race of 
people you are from 1. what tribe of Israel 2. Gentile 3. or Negro. This is how Mormons 
know how not to ordain anyone with negro blood into their priesthood. Mormon negro 
members are not allowed in Mormon Temples. Mormon missionaries are not seeking 
negro converts to their church.

Mormons teach (pre-existence) all mortals lived in heaven as spirit children of God 
before their earthly birth and there was a War in heaven and 1/3 rd of God’s spirit 
children were cast out to become devils and denied mortal bodies. Among the other 
2/3rds of God’s spirit children was a group who sinned but not enough.

[letter ends]











Letter 21



Boise Idaho
May 22, 1967

Dear Mr. Udall

Why don’t you run the Interior Department and let the General Authorities administer the 
doctrine of the “Mormon” Church. If the Lord wants these doctrines changed I feel he is 
capable of sending an angel to the proper authority and giving them instructions.

I rather doubt the proper place for such an occurrence is the Secretary of Interior Office 
in Washington D.C. But rather in one of the temples which has bed erected for such a 
purpose.

If the Lord felt you are the one to establish his doctrines why then were you not called to 
be Pres. of the Church instead of Mr. McKay?

John King Jr.
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Letter 29



Tucson Arizona
May 23 - 1967

Mr. Stewart L Udall

Dear Sir:

I was very surprised ot read your statement in regards to our stand on the negro 
in our Beloved church. It is not true that this rule was made because Our Prophet 
Joseph Smith did not like the Negroe. You have been a member of this church 
much longer than I and you have read the Book of Mormon you should know 
better. I have only been a member 6 years come November and I believe I know 
more about it than you do when you say such things. You should know Our 
church is founded on what our Heavenly Father has told our Prophets. As I 
understand it you are not a good Mormon any more. Please correct me if I am 
wrong but anyone that would make such a statement surely can’t have the belief 
and faith that he should have if he is a true member. 

And then too, with all the unrest among the black race you certainly didn’t help 
any. Why don’t you tray to correct this thing instead of putting our church up to 
ridicule. I truly believe what I was taught before I joined or was baptized. Mr. 
Udall when where you at the temple last time. Don’t think you nee to go and 
renew your faith.

You know our church does not believe in superstition. This is the most wonderful 
Church in the world. I used to be a Methodist and have studied many doctrines 
including the Catholic church but when I found the Mormon Church I opened my 
heart and let the Lord come in because I know this is the church for me. I was 
baptized when I was 61 yrs old and my husband was 72 years old. He since has 
passed on and I know he is waiting for me over there.

What you have said won't bother me but you have done irreparable damage to 
many who were just ready to come into the Church or who were being a little lax. 



I think you should get down on your knees and ask God’s forgiveness for the 
harm you have done. Maybe He will forgive you.

I am an old lady and maybe this letter will be thrown in the waste basket but I 
hope you will at least read it once or twice. I think too that now is the time to bring 
the negroe into the Church and give him full fellowship but we must wait until our 
Prophet receives the word from Our Heavenly Father which I believe will be 
soon. I hope some day maybe I can help to convert the negroe. I am 72 years old 
and not at all well but maybe the Lord will see fit to give me strength to help a 
little. What will you do about it Mr. Udall? Will you help or will you sit in your nice 
office and let the rest of us do the work.

You have a lot of influence if you would use it in the right way. I know you are a 
bust man but can’t you take a little time to do something good for the Church you 
profess to belong to.

I do not wish to be critical Mr. Udall but I guess I have been. Please ask for 
Divine help and then give the newspapers the true story. You are my Brother an 
dI want to think of you as such. Wont you be a good Brother.

If you read this I thank you very much. I will pray for you to have the 
understanding you should have. 

Most Sincerely, your sister in God. Mrs. Margaret A. Berger
339-E. 18 St. Tucson Ariz.
P.S. Please answer this letter. 















Letter 30



2213 N 37th St
Phoenix Arizona
May 27, 1967

Mr. Stewart L Udall
Secretary of the Interior
Washington D.C.

Dear Mr. Udall:

I read with disgust your article “Udall prods Mormons to Solve Negro Issue” 
appearing in the Arizona Republic under date of May 19, 1967.

You evidently have not studied the Scriptures as it pertains to the Negro 
and further you are lacking in that one great principle of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints to witt: "To support the general authorities 
of the church”.

Had you studied the Scriptures in regards to the Negro you would not 
permitted the above mentioned article over your name.

I suggest that you read the following before you indulge in any more 
articles on the Negro question:

(1) Mormonism and the Negro by John J Stewart supplemented by William 
E Barrett. I suggest that you study the references given in this book.
(2) The Book of Moses (Pearl of Great Price).
(3) Genesis 9:25-26
(6) Genesis 28:1



Should you persist in following the line of thought as outlined in the Arizona 
Republic, supposeingly over your name, I suggest that you request that 
your name be removed from the membership rolls of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints.

I am a convert to the church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints having 
come into the church in August 1957 at the age of 51, and I know better 
than to make statements, past, present, and future that you are supposed 
to have made.

Sincerely,
Paul E. Childress.
Elder 5th Quorum of Elders
East Phoenix Stake









Letter 31



May 29, 1967

The Honorable Stewart L Udall
Secretary of the Interior
Washington D.C.

Dear Sir!

This is a land blessed above all other lands, Jesus Christ is the Lord of this 
land.

The inhabitants of this land shall worship the Lord in spirit and in truth.

No dictator or tyrant shall ever rule this land.

No weapon that is formed against us shall prosper.

Every tongue that shall rise against us in judgment we shall condemn.

 If you wish to coordinate your discipleship please get in touch with Dr. 
William R. (Bill) Bright
Arrowhead Springs
San Bernardino California
USA
TU–6–4741

Sincerely Charles D Jones
2007 Wall Ave.
San Bernardino California
92909
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Letter 35



June 1, 1967

Stewart L Udall
Sec. of the Interior

Dear Brother Udall,

I just read your statements concerning the LDS church doctrine on the 
eligibility of Negroes to hold the priesthood.

You state you have been a member of our church all your life. You must 
surely realize that our church is directed by God the Eternal Father through 
his living prophets and that all doctrine of our church has been revealed to 
our Prophets.

Since this is true, how then can you expect any church doctrine be 
changed by men for men sake? Men haven’t the power to change it. It has 
been revealed by our Father in Heaven. We cannot their change the 
revealed word of our Heavenly Father.

Although your statements may have caused untold damage or harm to our 
church I hope you can discuss this with your Bishop. Then you will 
understand this very important truth that our church doesn't teach the 
doctrine of men but of our Father in Heaven.

Since this is true the very character of Mormonism can’t be distorted or 
crippled by adherence to what our Heavenly Father has revealed.

In these latter days the gospel of Jesus Christ will surely be put to a test. 
There will be a call from many who profess belief, that attitudes and 



impressions be changed to benefit men. But, as I know, heavenly father will 
reveal to his Prophet David O. McKay which way we should go.

I know without a doubt that we have a living prophet among us today, that 
he is directed by heavenly father and not by his desires or the desires of 
the world.

I leave you my testimony.

Sincerely

Mrs. Sharon Madsen

Fontana, California
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June 2, 1967

Stewart L Udall
Department of Interior
Washington D.C.

Dear Brother:

I read your article in ‘Dialogue’ pertaining to the acceptance of the Negro 
into the Priesthood of our church and it brought to mind the saying "He who 
knows nothing, speaks most about it."

I cannot help but believe you are not so presumptuous as to believe the 
reasoning of man preempts the wisdom of God who "Reveals nothing 
except through his Prophets"

If you were motivated to strike at Romney, you have a very graphic 
example of those who try to stir sentiment against John F Kennedy for his 
Catholic affiliation.

I am a good Democrat and I hope you will help keep the church and state 
separated.

Respectfully your Brother

E. W. Wayman
319 L Street
Salt Lake City
Utah 83104
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June 20, 1967

Interior Secretary Udall:

Dear Mr. Udall:

Regarding your article "Udall urges Mormons to End Negro Bias” which 
recently appeared in the Los Angeles Times, I wish to inform you that many 
people including myself think that you're absolutely wrong in your ideas and 
behavior. The fifth article of faith says "we believe that a man must be 
called of God, by prophecy, and by the laying on of hands, by those who 
are in authority to preach the gospel and administer in the ordinances 
thereof” 

What right and authority have you to teach doctrine which is contrary to the 
earliest church and try to make it appear as church doctrine?

I hope Pres McKay, who has power and authority, will tell you to mind your 
own business and not informed, predict or prophesy regarding the doctrine 
of the LDS church.

I wish the leaders of our country, including you, would consider what is best 
for our society and country instead of: What will this stand or philosophy do 
for me politically.

You have authority to tell others when to open and close headgates on big 
dams, but please don't assume that you have any right nor power to tell the 
leaders of the LDS church what they should do.

Yours truly
Cleon Le Mon
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Adrian M Hymen
P.O. Box 3356
Gravity Hill, Calif
Aug. 27, 1967

Stewart L Udall, Sec of Interior
Washington D.C.
Dear Brother Udall.

I suppose that you have received many letters from Church members and 
non-members commenting on your views regarding the church and the 
Negro. An article in today's Los Angeles Times quotes you as being highly 
critical of so-called church discrimination against the Negro. I am well 
aware of our individual right to our own opinions, and, I exercise it 
frequently. However, this question is not one in which I feel that any 
remember is qualified to judge. I am sure that you are aware that we should 
support church authorities in all matters pertaining to our spiritual welfare. I 
do, and I do not question the wisdom. I think you should too.

The article as reported from ‘Dialogue’ quotes you as saying “Surely God is 
speaking to us now” I would like to say that I have not seen or heard any 
message from God on the Negro situation, and if President McKay has, he 
has not as yet revealed it. One thing I would like to make clear, God does 
not speak to us as individuals or collectively except on matters that pertain 
only to us as individuals. He has a prophet upon the earth and He speaks 
to him!

Now I would like to discuss the matter of the Negro. I live in a widely 
integrated community, we have several large Negro settlements in the 
valley area, and have a large number of scattered throughout our several 
cities here. I come in contact with them every day, many are my customers. 



Frequently I have an opportunity to discuss world affairs, their problem and 
sometimes the Church.

We have many well educated intelligent Negroes who live and work here, 
and I have discussed our church and the limitations placed upon the Negro 
in it. I have been pleasantly surprised at times to find that many of them 
agree with this limitation. Their belief is that God in his own time will 
remove this limitation and that as promised by biblical and modern-day 
prophecy, they, the Negroes, will have the same opportunities as all other 
men.

I believe that anyone who really has faith in God believes this too, after all, 
is not this mortal existence a place to test our faith in him, and in ultimate 
justice for all men.

It seems to me brother Udall that we sometimes get carried away with a 
feeling of our own importance, and we tend to forget that we are still 
subject to God's will. "Trust in the Lord with all the heart, and lean not 
Online own understanding “ This was our mutual theme a few years ago, 
and I think it appropriate that we all take a fresh look at that passage of 
scripture.

May God bless you brother Udall and may you serve him well wherever 
you go. Remember, that as a member of his church you are to be a light to 
a darkened world. We have the truth, so let us hold it high for others to see. 
Trust in God and in his Prophet, for he is God's mouthpiece.

Sincerely yours

Brother Adrian M Hymen
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Yucaipa Cal
Aug 28, 1967

Mr. Stewart Udall
Washington D.C.

Dear Sir:

The intent of this letter is not to be critical of your position as Secty of the 
Interior, rather it is an expression of my deep concern regarding your 
newspaper statements in connection with the Mormon Church versus the 
negro. To my thinking it is about a low of a blow you could make regarding 
our Church (myself being an LDS) and the biggest motive I can think of in 
your making such statements as “now is the time to bring the negro into full 
fellowship” etc. etc. can only be based on desperate political expediency in 
bid for votes in the coming election. Your statements show a dire lack of 
faith that when the proper time has come our Prophet David O. McKay will 
reveal it - and I have confidence such rabel rousing as yours will in no 
degree rush that time. I further feel that IF I were a Democrat your 
statements would be a disservice to the party.  Should you feel your 
political needs require the negro support then I for one suggest - most 
strongly - leave the Mormon Church out of it.

yours truly

Eugene F Smith
34993 Shasta St
Yucaipa Cal
92399
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Sept 5, 1967

Dear Mr. Udall,

Stop trying to be the Prophet!!!

A good Mormon sustains the leaders of his church. Are you a good 
Mormon? If you’ve been thru the temple you have stated that you would 
uphold the leaders of our church.

Why do you publicly try to force the Prophet to change the church’s 
position? 

Sincerely

Mrs. Evelyn Rhodes

I am speaking for Wm. F. Rhodes, Wm. Allen Rhodes, Tere Rhodes, Clark 
Terry, Lilly Terry and many Mormons in this area.

Evelyn Rhodes
Rt. 2, Box 103
Bradenton
Florida
33505
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